How to Modify the Musashino RSS feed that is used for Podcasting the weekly Sermon audio:

1. The RSS feed is found on the Church website at location:

http://www.englishchurchtokyo.net/uploads/5/3/5/3/53538217/musashino_rss_feed.xml
Download this file from the website so that you're sure you are getting the most current version of the file.  There are several ways to do this.  One easy way is to paste the link above einto a web browser.  If you do that with Chrome, it will display the XML file.  Just select the whole thing (it’s a big file), and dump it into a text-based editor.  Since it’s a text file, it's probably better not to open it in MS word or equivalent, since those word processors tend to add formatting info, and this file needs to be straight text.  The feed readers can be very picky about the format in the files they are reading.  In Microsoft, 'notepad' works well.  In linux, gedit is a good choice.

2. Near line 38, you should see a section that looks like this:

<!--

<item>

<title></title>

<itunes:author>Pastor Ron Sisco</itunes:author>

<link>http://www.englishchurchtokyo.net/</link>

<description></description>

<pubDate>Sun,  11:00:00 +0900</pubDate>

<enclosure url="" length="" type="audio/mpeg"/>

<guid></guid>

<itunes:duration></itunes:duration>

</item>

-->

3. Copy all the lines in between the '<!--' and the '-->' and paste them just below the '–>'.  This is the template for each entry of the sermon audio.  Now we need to start filling in the blanks in the template.  If you're unsure about how to enter one of the fields, just scroll down and see how it was done in any of the previous entries.

4. First, between the <title> and </title> tags, Inset the title for the audio.

5. Next, if Pastor Ron wasn't the author of this audio, then replace his name with the name of the sermon's author between the <itunes:author> and </itunes:author>.  Otherwise, just leave this tag alone.

6. Next, between <description> and /description> tags, I usually put the Bible reference, but you can put any description that you would like.

7. On the <pubDate> line, inset the date of the service.  NOTE:  iTunes and RSS feedreaders are very picky about the formatting of this date.  It has to be <day of week> (3 chars), <day of month (2 chars)> Month (3 chars) Year (4 chars), time (in 24 hr format hh:mm:ss) number of hours from GMT.  For example:  Sun, 09 Oct 2016 11:00:00 +0900.  if any part of that isn’t right, even if the day of the week is wrong, ( i.e. 09 Oct was a Monday, not a Tuesday), Itunes will reject the entire entry.

8. On the enclosure url line, in between the 2 double quotes, you need to put the URL of the audio. You can get this by <right-clicking> on the audio on the web page and selecting “Copy Link Address”.  Then, just paste it in between the quotes.  NOTE:  If the link address starts out as: https:…, then change the https to http.  This is a relatively new problem.  For some reason, some references require the http:, some require the https:.  I’m not sure why, I haven’t really researched it yet, just be aware that it’s an issue.

Currently the URL is: http://www.englishchurchtokyo.net/uploads/5/3/5/3/53538217/<Name of this week's audio>.

For example:  http://www.englishchurchtokyo.net/uploads/5/3/5/3/53538217/2016-10-02_ron.mp3
9. A little further on that same line you'll see 'length=””.  You'll need to put the exact file size (in bytes) of the file.  This can be tricky.  There may be a way to see the exact file size on Weebly but I haven’t figured out how to do it.  I just download the audio file to my computer and look at the properties of the file .  That shows me the filesize in bytes.  Most are around 9000000 bytes. 

10. Next, between the <guid> and </guid> tags, paste the same URL that you did in step #8.

11. Next, between the <itunes:duration> and </itunes:duration> tags, place the length of the audio in hours:minutes:seconds, or just minutes:seconds.  I find that listed in the file properties, as I did to find the file size.

12. That is everything needed for that RSS Feed entry.  

13. IMPORTANT:  Once you are done adding audio files to the feed, you have to update the <lastBuildDate>.  That is found above the audio entries, around line 33.  The reason this must be updated is because this is how itunes knows that we've published a new podcast and it’s how everyone who subscribes to the feed knows that there is new info on the feed.  If you don't update that, no one who subscribes to our podcast will get the new audio.  NOTE:  it can not be a date in the future., so I usually supply a time that is several hours or so before current time,  That way, if there is a mistake that needs to be updated, you can update the time without going into the future.

14. Once you are finished editing, upload it to the website.  That is done as follows:

1. Login to the website:  https://www.weebly.com/
2. Once you’re logged in, select <Edit Site>  toward the top right part of the page.

3. Near the top left of the page select <Pages>.

4. In the search bar on the left side of the screen scroll down to the bottom.  One of the last entries should say “RSSfeed, select it.

5. In about the center of the screen, you should see three files: 

1. musashino_rss_feed.xml

2. image.png

3. modifying_the_rss_feed.doc

6. Select the musashio_rss_feed.xml.  In the window that opens, select ‘Upload File’.Then select upload files from your computer (or just drag and drop the file into the window).

15. Once the file is uploaded, open a new browser tab and go to a site called Feed Validator:  https://validator.w3.org/feed  Enter the URL for the feed: http://www.englishchurchtokyo.net/uploads/5/3/5/3/53538217/musashino_rss_feed.xml and hit 'Check'.  This will make sure the feed doesn't have any problems.  It is pretty good at pointing out what is wrong and how to fix it.  As long as the feed validator is happy, everything should be fine, you are done.

16. Log out of the website.  In a couple hours, itunes will detect the new date in the feed and will make the new audio available to podcast subscribers.

